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NOTES TO EDITORS  

The Historic Dockyard Chatham is the only place in the world that lets you explore a 

complete dockyard from the age of sail. It’s a unique destination that celebrates Great 

Britain’s magnificent maritime past and unmatched contribution to the Royal Navy’s 

shipbuilding excellence that led to worldwide command of the oceans.  



Chatham offers unrivalled access to the ships that shaped the world, from a Victorian anti-

slavery sailing ship, to a Second World War Destroyer or a Cold War submarine and the 

stories of the people who made them. From Chatham’s historic buildings, including The 

Commissioner’s House and officers’ quarters to the remarkable Victorian ropery, where the 

rigging for HMS Victory was made, to its collection of maritime archaeology, the Dockyard 

forms an indispensable part of Britain’s naval history and its national heritage.  

As a fully accredited museum, Chatham Historic Dockyard Trust collects, preserves, 

researches and exhibits objects and materials connected with the history of the dockyard 

and its people. It studies the development of Royal Navy warship design, construction and 

the use of the River Medway by the Royal Navy. Visitors to and users of The Historic 

Dockyard Chatham are fundamental to its purpose and the economic reuse of the site and 

its buildings. Its staff and volunteers play a vital role in providing a high level of service and 

customer care.  

The Trust is also involved in the on-going regeneration of Medway and The Thames 

Gateway 

About Historic England 

Historic England is the public body that helps people care for, enjoy and celebrate England’s 

spectacular historic environment, from beaches and battlefields to parks and pie shops. It 

protects, champions and saves the places that define who we are and where we’ve come from 

as a nation. It cares passionately about the stories it tells, the ideas it represents and the 

people who live, work and play among them. Working with communities and specialists it 

shares its passion, knowledge and skills to inspire interest, care and conservation, so 

everyone can keep enjoying and looking after the history that surrounds us all. 

http://www.historicengland.org.uk/

